
  

RTOERO District 28 September E-Blast. 

We sincerely hope all of you have had a wonderful summer and continue to do so as 
the fall season approaches.  Unfortunately, Covid has NOT gone away, even though so 
many have had two jabs.  Although a fourth wave is upon us, we hope it will be less se-
vere, and the fully vaccinated will help protect those who cannot be.  Given the situa-
tion, there will be no in-person events or activities at this time. Let’s hope these times 
will return ASAP! 

Don Farquharson, President 

Social Committee  

Chairpersons:  Charmaine Huculak & Penny Kutlik 

Members:  Edith Hoekstra, Johan Wilkinson, & Robin Helgesen 

All presentations for the fall will be conducted through Zoom.  

TO SIGN UP FOR ZOOM PRESENTATIONS: An email will be sent to all members for 
whom we have email addresses, with a large Contact Button at the bottom.  This is a 
link to the Host (it is not the zoom link itself!), who will send you the actual zoom link by 
email at least two days in advance. If you don’t receive a Zoom Link by one day before 
the event, please contact the person hosting the event and they will re-send it to you. 
Check your email for the link well in advance of the event. 

We have a busy line-up for the fall! Read on for details: 

The Book Club takes place on the second Wednesday of each month.  During the 
summer, the start time was changed to 7:30 pm to accommodate the gardeners among 
us, and we took August off. New members are always welcome!  

Welcome to September  



  

Our Poetry Sharing group also took a break in August, but starts up again 
at the usual time, 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of each month. 

A Card Making Workshop will take place via Zoom on Thursday, Septem-
ber 16, at 7:00 p.m.  Thanks to Sue Nieuwenburg and Paige Stirling-Fox for 
hosting the event, which will accommodate 10 to 15 members.  A $20 fee 
will cover materials for four cards with envelopes.   Materials will be provid-
ed for pick up the week of September 7, and the week of the 13

th
 

(distancing and masks will be used).  

TO REGISTER: Let Sue Nieuwenburg know you would like to join. In your 
email response, please indicate an Oshawa or Whitby pickup preference. 
Just CLICK on the BLUE Registration Button to contact Sue via email.   
Once you have registered, details regarding pickup arrangements will be 
provided.  

 

An exciting season of social events lies ahead: 

• September 30 (7:00 p.m.) – A Cultural Café presentation by Edith 

Hoekstra on Newfoundland.  If you have a great recipe from NFLD, 
we will be creating a Cookbook featuring recipes from each cultural 
area or country we “visit” which will be posted on the RTO website. 

• October 28 (7:00 p.m.) - Bev Foster (Room 217 Music Care) will 

speak about Dementia and Alzheimer’s music therapy.  

• November 25 (7:00 p.m.) - A Presentation by Dennis Bayley on the 

Northern Ontario Community and School supported by Taunton 
Mills Retirement Home committee.   

• December 17 (7:00 p.m.) - Circle Enrichment Group. Daniel Aoso 

will present the Legend of the White Christmas. (This is the only Fri-

day presentation.) 

• January 29 (7:00 p.m.) - Angie Littlefield will share her newest book 

about the Wives of the Group of Seven.  

Here are some other ideas we are working on:   A Christmas Carol 
Sing-along (cue the eggnog) and workshops on Cake Decorating and 
Floral Arrangement.   

REGISTER HERE 

mailto:sm.nieuwenburg@rogers.com


  

New presentations will be posted as they are confirmed. 

      Is anyone interested in …  

• A Cooking Club 

• A Writer’s Club  

• Trivia Night 

• Music Night – “Jam” with other musical members via Zoom? 

We would love to hear any suggestions for other social events you think 
our members would enjoy. 

Contact  pennykutlik1@gmail.com  or  charmainehuculak@gmail.com  

Scholarship/Bursary Committee 

Seeking Interested Individuals 

The Scholarship/Bursary chair 
wants to hear from you.  We will be 
forming a small committee to re-
view our current agreements with 
Durham College and Ontario Tech-
nical University (formerly UOIT) 
with the purpose of creating a 
meaningful plan for the fu-
ture.  Many of you generously do-
nate to supporting students study-
ing in Durham at one of the local post-secondary Institutions.   Now is an 
opportunity to meet once or twice virtually to discuss where we fit into the 
larger picture and how we can make a significant impact.  Topics will in-
clude current investments, disbursements and commitments as well as 
identifying future direction and criteria for bursary or scholarship 
awards.  Your voice matters.  If you would like to join this conversation, 
please contact the Bursary/Scholarship chair Aileen Fletcher 
(aileen_fletcher@sympatico.ca) to be included.  Our first meeting will be in 
late September on a mutually agreeable date.  Hope to hear from some of 
you soon. 

Aileen 

mailto:pennykutlik1@gmail.com
mailto:charmainehuculak@gmail.com
mailto:aileen_fletcher@sympatico.ca


  

Communications 

Stay up to date on what is happening in District 28, and the many ways you 
can participate and have fun!  Check out our web page:  https://district28.rto
-ero.org  and our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
RTOERODistrict28RegionofDurham for the latest news and events.  De-
spite the pandemic, there is a lot happening on Zoom! 

Membership 

We continue to update member information on the contact list. If you know 
anyone who is not receiving our emails, please ask them to contact us at: 

District28@rtoero.ca or membership@rtoero.ca or call 1-800-361-9888 
so that we can get a current email address and contact info. It is very im-
portant that we reach all members on a regular basis, especially during the 
Covid pandemic. If we don’t have updated information, members miss out 
on District 28 news as well as RTO/ERO provincial news. 

RTOERO Provincial News 

 

A. Vibrant Voices webinar series   

• September 15: Building an Elder 

Care System That Actually Cares - André Picard  

• October 13: Saving the Forest . . . Saving Us - Diana Beresford-

Kroeger  

• November 3: Paths to Wellness for Older Persons: Body, Mind, 

Spirit – Isobel Mackenzie, Keri-Leigh Cassidy 

B. Six qualities of a solid estate plan  

This is a summary of an article prepared for RTOERO by Willful, a Canadi-
an online estate planning platform. Read the full article at rtoero.ca/six-
qualities-of-a-solid estate-plan.  

 

 

https://district28.rto-ero.org
https://district28.rto-ero.org
https://www.facebook.com/RTOERODistrict28RegionofDurham
https://www.facebook.com/RTOERODistrict28RegionofDurham
mailto:District28@rtoero.ca
mailto:membership@rtoero.ca
https://rtoero.ca/vibrant-voices/
https://rtoero.ca/six-qualities-of-a-solid-estate-plan/
https://rtoero.ca/six-qualities-of-a-solid-estate-plan/


  

C. Why you need more than provincial health coverage when you 
retire  

Canada has universal health care, but it doesn’t cover all the procedures, 
treatments, and prescriptions you may need. One of the decisions you’ll 
make as you prepare for retirement in Canada is whether to join a retire-
ment insurance plan. If you already have your coverage, feel free to share 
this information with a friend who is approaching retirement! Here are seven 
reasons to join a retirement insurance plan when you retire: 

For the full article, click here  

D. Are you using Venngo Member Perks? 

For the full article, click here 

E. Social Isolation 

Get ready to chime In and connect with others.  After more than a year of 
stay-at-home orders and social isolation, there is finally a light at the end of 
the tunnel. However, as lockdown ends and the world begins to reopen, we 
realize that some of our members may continue to feel cut-off from social 
activity and in need of interaction and connection with others. 

For the full article, click here  

Communications Committee 

Don Farquharson, President 
Sue Nieuwenburg 
Maureen O'Reilly 

https://rtoero.ca/why-you-need-more-than-provincial-health-coverage-when-you-retire/
https://rtoero.ca/services/venngo-memberperks/
https://rtoero.ca/rtoero-foundation/get-involved/social-isolation-awareness/

